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LGBTQ Youths in Crime
The issue of gender and sexuality has always been a sensitive topic in our society. Most people who are identified as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer (LGBTQ) are shunned from expressing their sexuality with fear of being judged. In an attempt to solve this, different social movements shifted their campaigns to advocate for the acceptance of these group in society. As a result, most people especially the youth became more confident to express their sexuality (Dank, 2015). However, most parents still feel disappointed by children who belonged to the LGBTQ group, and the rejection causes psychological distress among the victims who end up living in the streets since they feel unwelcome in their own home.
The struggle to survive in the streets becomes a challenge since most of these youths are unemployed and lack proper documentation and this is c critical pathway to crime. This means that they can neither secure decent jobs nor afford accommodation. As a result, they are forced to indulge in activities such as drug smuggling and prostitution to survive. These victims are also more likely to use these drugs to suppress the psychological distress they face due to rejection. Poor mental health and rejection also acts as a pathway to crime  (Dank, 2015). Cases such as drug smuggling and prostitution increase their chances of getting arrested since they are always a target by police officers. When these victims are aligned in court, their chances of being imprisoned become high. This is because their background of escaping from home reflects badly on their profile. 
According to Carlino & Franklin (2018), although the LGBTQ represents only 4% of the population in Texas, a high number of these victims have faced the criminal justice system. This raises the need for intervention measures to reduce these criminological risk factors. To begin, the government should improve the process required for homeless adults to receive legal documentation (Asquith, Dwyer, & Simpson, 2017). This will ensure that these victims can secure decent employment and afford accommodation. There is also a need for measures to avoid discrimination of the LGBTQ group when looking for jobs. 
In addition, the government should ensure that the foster home care system provides a safe environment for younger victims who feel discriminated (Panfil, 2014). Schools should also provide lessons to enable students to understand human sexuality in order to respect those who identify as LGBTQ. This will ensure that these victims do not drop out of school due to bullying from other students. There is also the need to reform the mental health care system to offer support to the victims. This can be done by creating community support groups where members of the LGBTQ community can share their experience (Dank, 2015). This will boost their self-esteem which will make them develop respect for their body. Consequently, this will prevent cases of prostitution. 
To sum up, it is clear that society plays a vital role in impacting or influencing the pathways that lead LGBTQ youths into crime. Therefore, there is a need for social movements to advocate for equal right for all members of society. This will reduce discrimination and enforce acceptance of the group in all sectors including education and employment (Carlino& Franklin, 2018). 
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